AQA English Literature- what do they need to know?
The short answer is: a lot! Students have to read, analyse and understand the three set texts: Macbeth, A Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls. Students also study a range of poetry from the ‘Power and Conflict’ cluster and they answer questions on two ‘unseen’ poems.
Revision Aids:

Alongside their class books and their own copies of the texts, students have home-learning and revision booklets to work and revise from. We also work closely with York Notes to offer students a large discount on their revision guides.
All work and lessons are also uploaded by their teacher to their designated Edmodo page so students can refer back to this when needed. If they have lost or need the code again, they must speak to their teacher.
We also have a Twitter account where useful resources and ideas are shared! Please follow @CGSGEnglish for this.
Key Information: Paper 1 = 40% and Paper 2 = 60%.
	Macbeth (Paper 1)
Author: William Shakespeare
Set: During the Jacobean era. Published in 1623.
Themes: ambition, supernatural, violence, fate, loyalty, royalty and dual identity.
Marks: 30 + 4 for SPaG

How to answer the exam question:
Students will be given one extract from a scene from the play. They will be asked about a character or a theme in relation to this extract. They will need to analyse the character/theme in the extract and they will need to comment on the character/theme in the play as a whole. Students must also consider the audience’s reaction- how would a Jacobean audience react to the events of the play? Finally, they need to make relevant comments about the Jacobean era in their responses. There are an additional 4 marks available for spelling, punctuation and grammar.
	A Christmas Carol (Paper 1)
Author: Charles Dickens
Set: During the Victorian era. Published in 1843.
Themes: class, poverty, social responsibility, wealth.
Marks: 30 

How to answer the exam question:

Students will be given one extract from the novella. They will be asked about a character or a theme in relation to this extract. They will need to analyse the character/theme in the extract and they will need to comment on the character/theme in the novella as a whole. Students must also consider the audience’s reaction - how would a Victorian audience react to the events of the novella? Finally, they need to make relevant comments about the Victorian era in their responses. 

	An Inspector Calls (Paper 2)
Author: J.B. Priestley
Set: 1912 BUT written in 1945.
Themes: class, gender, wealth, social responsibility.
Marks: 30 + 4 for SPaG

How to answer the exam question:

This is a difficult question as there will be no extract given. Students will be asked about a character or a theme from the play and they will need to use their knowledge and understanding of the play to answer the question. Learning of quotes is important for this aspect of the exam. Students must also comment on the author’s intentions; they need to think about why Priestley was interested in social responsibility and spreading the message of equality. Lastly, students again need to make links to the context but they must take care with the dates- set in 1912 (pre wars) but written in 1945 (post wars).

	Power and Conflict Poems (Paper2)
Themes: war, identity, family, power of humans, nature, patriotism, fear, guilt. 
Marks: 30 
How to answer the exam question:

Students will be asked to compare two poems from the cluster of fifteen. Only one of the poems will be printed in front of them; the other poem will be chosen by the student. Again, learning key quotes would be a good idea for this question. Students must compare the themes, imagery, language, tone and structure for both of the poems.
Unseen Poetry

Marks: Q1- 24 and Q2- 8

How to answer the exam question:

Q1- students will be asked one question about an ‘unseen’ poem. They will analyse the themes, imagery, language, tone and structure of the poem. They need to spend 20 minutes on this question.

Q2- Students will be given another ‘unseen’ poem and they will compare it to the poem from Q1. They can answer it in the same way as the anthology question but they must not spend longer than 15 minutes answering it as there are only 8 marks available.



If you need any further information please email Miss Hayes, Head of English at:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:s.holden@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �hayes@universityofkentacademiestrust.org.uk�





Paper 2 = 60%





Emails: Head of English: � HYPERLINK "mailto:h.morton@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �h.morton@millfield.lancs.sch.uk�  Second in English: � HYPERLINK "mailto:a.cook@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �a.cook@millfield.lancs.sch.uk�  Third in English: � HYPERLINK "mailto:s.holden@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �s.holden@millfield.lancs.sch.uk� 








